
PLANT NURSERY HIGHLIGHTS
Spring 2026

Shop in person at Bartram’s Garden beginning April 18.
Thank you for supporting the Garden!



CONTENTS
The following plant nursery highlights have been selected by the growers at Bartram’s Garden 
and the Sankofa Community Farm at Bartram’s Garden. The assemblage of highlighted plants 
is meant to help connect you to the spirit of the past, present, and future of these grounds and 
beyond.  From plants that made these lands their home for centuries to crops that were brought 
overseas through trade or through the forced or voluntary movement of peoples, plants tell 
stories about who we have been, who we are, and who we can become. We are a place of many 
stories and we invite you to grow with us! 

NPLEASE NOTE: To make sure that your garden is as healthy as possible, plants 
will be available for sale only when seasonally appropriate. More plants will be
offered as the season continues, and not all plants in this catalog will be available 
at the same time. If you have questions about when to purchase a particular plant, 
please let us know. 
 
2026 Plant Catalog					     Page 2

All Seeds Available						     Page 9 

2026 Garden, Farm, and Nursery Highlights		  Page 11
Kitchen Garden Classics				  
Common Flower Garden Offerings		
Wildnerness Garden Varieties		
Ann Bartram Carr Garden Choices					  
Greenhouse and Nursery Plant Picks		
Eastwick Pavilion Moon Garden			 
Sankofa Community Farm Vegetable Selections

SHOP ON-SITE AND ONLINE
BEGINNING APRIL 18

Beginning April 18, visit our Welcome Center to shop in person between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm.
Directions to Bartram’s Garden are available at bartramsgarden.org/directions.
If you need assistance loading plants into a vehicle, please let us know!

Stay tuned for the arrival of more seasonally appropriate plants as temperatures rise! Plants will 
be available only when seasonally appropriate. Not all plants in this catalogue will be available at 
the same time.



2026 Plant Catalog
Plants include:

Annuals | Aquatics | Ferns | Fruit Trees & Shrubs | Grasses | Herbs 
 Houseplants & Tender Perennials | Perennials | Shrubs | Trees | Vegetables | Vines

Shop in person at Bartram’s Garden beginning April 18.
Stay tuned for more plants arriving with warmer weather,

including tomatoes, peppers, and select herbs; veggies from Sankofa Community Farm; 
indigenous plants started from seed; and more!

Need help selecting plants? How much sun do you get? 
•	 Sun Plants (S): 6+ hours of direct sunlight, not shaded by a tree/building
•	 Part Sun Plants (PS): 4–6 hours of direct sun, plant may get some shade 	
•	 Shade Plants (SH): 3 hours of sun or less 

Look for a plant’s sun/shade indicator to make sure it will work for you!
Availability is continuously updated at Bartram’s Garden.
Plants will be available only when seasonally appropriate.

Not all plants in this catalogue will be available at the same time.

Annuals				    Common Name					     Sun/Shade Indicator
Antirrhinum majus			   black prince snapdragon					     S
Celosia argentea 			   Higyoku red stem cockscomb					    S
Cosmos bipinnatus 			   seashell mix cosmos						      S
Cosmos bipinnatus 			   sensation mix cosmos						      S
Cosmos sulphureus			   orange cosmos							      S, PS
Dracopis amplexicaulis			  clasping coneflower						      S
Euphorbia marginata			   snow-on-the-mountain					     S
Gomphrena globosa			   globe amaranth						      S
Helianthus annuus 			   autumn beauty sunflower					     S
Helianthus annuus			   valentine sunflower 						      S
Helianthus annuus			   common sunflower						      S
Impatiens balsamina			   balsam impatiens						      S
Mimosa pudica				   sensitive plant							       S
Nicotiana sylvestris			   woodland tobacco						      S, PS
Nigella damascena 			   love-in-a-mist							       S
Ricinus communis			   castor bean							       S
Salvia coccinea				   scarlet sage							       S
Tagetes erecta				   Cempaxochitl orange marigold 				    S, PS
Tagetes patula				    harlequin marigold						      S
Tithonia rotundifolia		  	 Mexican sunflower						      S
Tropaeolum majus 			   Alaska mix nasturtium						      S
Tropaeolum majus 			   black velvet nasturtium					     S
Tropaeolum majus 			   golden jewel nasturtium					     S
Xerochrysum bracteatum		  strawflower							       S
Zinnia elegans 				   Oklahoma scarlet zinnia					     S
Zinnia peruviana			   Peruvian zinnia							      S
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Aquatic	
Acorus calamus					     sweetflag					     S, PS
Carex vulpinoidea					     fox sedge					     PS, S
Nelumbo lutea						     American lotus					    S, PS
Pontedaria cordata					     pickerelweed					     S
Saururus cernuus					     lizard tail					     S, PS
Typha spp.						      cattail						      S, PS
Vaccinium oxycoccos					     bog cranberry					     S, PS

Ferns
Adiantum pedatum					     maidenhair fern				    FS, PS
Athyrium filix-femina					     northern lady fern				    FS, PS
Dryopteris goldiana					     Goldie’s wood fern				    PS, FS
Dryopteris marginalis					     marginal wood fern				    FS, PS
Matteuccia struthiopteris				    ostrich fern					     FS, PS
Onoclea sensibilis					     sensitive fern					     FS, PS
Osmunda cinnamomea				    cinnamon fern					    FS, PS
Osmunda regalis var. spectabilis			   royal fern					     FS, PS
Polystichum acrostichoides				    Christmas fern					    FS, PS
Thelypteris palustris					     marsh fern					     S, PS

Fruit Trees & Shrubs	
Amelchier canadensis					     serviceberry					     S, PS
Asimina triloba						     pawpaw					     PS, S
Diospyros virginiana					     common persimmon				    PS, S
Ficus carica						      common fig					     S, PS
Ficus carica ‘Mission’					     black mission fig				    S, PS
Prunus maritima					     beach plum					     S
Punica granatum 					     pomegranate					     S
Rubus ulmifolius					     thornless blackberry				    FS, PS, S
Sambucus canadensis					     elderberry					     S, PS
Vaccinium corymbosum 				    blue crop highbush blueberry 			  S, PS
Vaccinium corymbosum 			   O’Neal southern rabbiteye highbush blueberry	 S, PS
Vaccinium corymbosum 				    sunrise highbush blueberry 			   S, PS
Vaccinium macrocarpum				    wild cranberry					     S, PS
Vitus labrusca						      concord grape					    S 

Grass	
Andropogon gerardii					     big bluestem					     S
Bouteloua gracilis					     blue grama					     S
Carex appalachica					     Appalachian sedge				    FS, PS
Carex leavenworthii					     lawn sedge					     FS, PS
Carex pensylvanica					     Pennsylvania sedge				    FS, PS
Chasmanthium latifolium				    river oats					     S, PS
Deschampsia cespitosa				    tufted hairgrass				    PS
Elymus hystrix						      bottlebrush grass				    S, PS
Eragrostis spectabilis					     purple lovegrass				    S
Panicum virgatum					     switchgrass					     S, PS
Schizachyrium scoparium				    little bluestem					    S
Sporobolus heterolepsis				    prairie dropseed				    S

Shop in person at Bartram’s Garden beginning April 18. Plants will be available 
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Herbs						      anise hyssop					     S, PS
						      Thai basil 					     S	
						      Genovese basil					    S
						      Ethiopian basil					     S
						      bay laurel					     S, PS
						      calendula					     S, PS
						      caraway					     S, PS
						      dwarf classic cardamom			   PS
						      cat mint					     S, PS
						      German chamomile				    S
						      Roman chamomile				    S, PS
						      chives 						      S, PS
						      cilantro					     S, PS
						      curry plant					     S
						      dill						      S
						      bronze fennel					     S
						      ginger						      PS, S
						      blue Hidcote English lavender			  S
						      Munstead English lavender			   S
						      Sensational! lavender				    S
						      Phenomenal! lavender				   S
						      lemon verbena					    S
						      lemongrass					     S
						      marsh mallow					     S
						      spearmint					     S, PS	
						      peppermint					     S, PS
						      chocolate mint					    S, PS
						      Greek oregano					    S
						      za’atar (Syrian oregano)			   S
						      giant of Italy parsley				    S, PS
						      Victoria rhubarb				    S, PS
						      rosemary					     S
						      rue						      S
						      golden sage					     S
						      grey garden sage				    S
						      French thyme					     S
						      English thyme					     S
						      valerian					     S

Houseplants & Tender Perennials	
Aloe barbadensis				    aloe vera					     PS
Ceropegia woodii				    string of hearts				    S
Cestrum nocturnum				    night blooming jasmine			   S, PS
Cochliasanthus caracalla			   snail vine					     S
Crassula sp.					     jade plant					     PS
Curio radicans					     string of bananas				    S
Epipremnum aureum				    golden pothos					     PS
Fittonia albivenis				    nerve plant					     PS
Gymnocalycium mihanovichii			   red cap cactus					    S
Pelargonium crispum	 l			   emon-rose geranium				    S, PS	
Pelargonium fragrans ‘Variegatum’		  variegated nutmeg geranium			   S, PS
Pelargonium graveolens			   rose-scented geranium			   S, PS

Shop in person at Bartram’s Garden beginning April 18. Plants will be available 
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Houseplants & Tender Perennials continued
Pelargonium sp.					     scented geranium			   S, PS
Peperomia obtusifolia ‘Variegata’			   variegated baby rubber plant		  PS
Peperomia rotundifolia				    jade necklace				    S
Senecio rowleyanus					     string of pearls				   S
Spathiphyllum grandifolium				    peace lily				    S, PS
Syngonium podophyllum				    arrowhead vine 			   PS
Lantana camara					     shrub verbena				    S
Solenostemon scutellarioides				    coleus					     PS,S

Perennials for Shade
Aquilegia canadensis					     eastern columbine			   PS, S
Asarum canadense					     wild ginger				    PS, FS
Aster divaricatus					     white wood aster			   PS, S
Caulophyllum thalictroides				    blue cohosh				    PS, FS
Chamaelirium luteum					     fairy wand				    PS, FS
Conoclinium coelestinum				    blue mistflower			   PS, S
Dicentra eximia					     bleeding heart				   PS
Dodecatheon maedia					     shooting star				    PS
Geranium maculatum					     spotted geranium			   PS, S
Hepatica acutiloba					     sharp-lobed hepatica			   PS
Heuchera americana ‘Dale’s strain’			   Dale’s strain coral bells		  PS
Hosta sp.						      hosta (purple)				    PS, FS
Lobelia cardinalis					     red cardinal flower			   PS
Lobelia siphilitica					     blue cardinal flower			   PS
Mertensia virginica					     Virginia bluebells			   PS, FS
Packera aurea						      golden ragwort			   PS, FS
Phlox divaricata					     woodland phlox			   PS
Podophyllum peltatum					    mayapple				    PS, FS
Polemonium reptans					     Jacob’s ladder				    PS
Polygonatum biflorum					    Solomon’s seal				   PS
Sedum ternatum					     woodland stonecrop			   PS
Solidago caesia						     bluestemmed goldenrod		  PS, FS
Solidago flexicaulis					     zig-zag goldenrod			   FS, PS
Tiarella cordifolia ‘Brandywine’			   Brandywine foamflower		  FS, PS
Tradescantia virginiana					    Virginia spiderwort			   PS, S
Zizia aurea						      golden Alexander			   PS, S

Perennials for Sun
Achillea millefolium					     yarrow					    S
Allium cernuum					     nodding wild onion			   S, PS
Anaphalis margaritacea				    pearly everlasting			   S, PS
Asclepias incarnata					     swamp milkweed			   S
Asclepias tuberosa					     butterfly weed				   S
Aster cordifolius					     blue wood aster			   S
Aster laeve						      smooth aster				    S
Aster novi-belgii					     New York aster				   S
Aster novi-angliae					     New England aster			   S
Aster oblongifolius					     aromatic aster				    S
Baptisia australis					     false indigo				    S, PS
Baptisia tinctoria					     yellow rattlebush			   S, PS
Calirhoe involucrata					     winecup				    S
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Perennials for Sun continued
Chelone glabra	white 					     turtlehead				    PS
Echinacea pallida					     pale purple coneflower		  S, PS
Echinacea purpurea					     purple coneflower			   S, PS
Eupatorium maculatum				    spotted Joe Pye weed			   S
Eupatorium perfoliatum				    common boneset			   S
Eupatorium purpureum				    sweet Joe Pye weed			   S, PS
Geranium macrorrhizum				    bigroot geranium			   S. PS
Helenium autumnale					     common sneezeweed			   S
Helianthus angustifolius				    swamp sunflower			   S, PS
Hibiscus coccineus					     scarlet rose mallow			   S
Hibiscus laevis						      halberd-leaved rose mallow		  S, PS
Hibiscus moscheutos					     swamp mallow				   S
Iris domestica						      blackberry lily				    S
Iris fulva						      copper iris				    S, PS
Iris pallida						      Dalmation iris				    S, PS
Iris versicolor						      blue flag				    S, PS
Kosteletzkya virginica					     seashore mallow			   S
Monarda didyma					     bee balm				    S, PS
Monarda fistulosa					     wild bergamot				    S, PS
Phlomis fruticosa					     Jersusalem sage			   S
Phlox paniculata					     garden phlox				    S, PS
Phlox stolonifera ‘Sherwood Purple’			   Sherwood purple creeping phlox	 PS. S
Phlox subulata ‘Red Wing’				    red wing moss phlox			   S
Physostegia virginiana					    obedient plant				   S
Pycnanthemum incanum				    hoary mountain mint			   S
Pycnanthemum muticum				    mountain mint				   S, PS
Rudbeckia hirta					     black-eyed Susan			   S, PS
Salvia ‘Amistad’					     friendship sage				   S, PS
Santolina chamaecyparissus				    lavender cotton			   S
Scutellaria incana					     skullcap				    S, PS
Silphium perfoliatum					     cup plant				    S
Solidago bicolor					     white goldenrod			   S, PS, FS
Solidago odora						     sweet goldenrod			   S, PS
Solidago rugosa					     rough goldenrod			   S
Stachys byzantina					     lamb’s ear				    S
Veronicastrum virginicum				    Culver’s root				    S

Shrubs	
Aesculus parviflora					     bottlebrush buckeye			   PS, FS
Baccharis halimfolia					     eastern baccharis			   S
Callicarpa americana					     American beautyberry			  PS
Ceanothus americanus					    New Jersey tea			   PS, S
Cephalanthus occidentalis				    buttonbush				    PS, S
Clethra acuminata					     cinnamon bark clethra			  S, PS
Clethra alnifolia					     sweet pepperbush			   PS, S
Cornus racemosa					     grey dogwood				    S, PS
Forsythia x intermedia					    border forsythia			   S, PS
Hydrangea arborescens				    smooth hydrangea			   PS
Hydrangea quercifolia					    oakleaf hydrangea			   PS, S
Hypericum prolificum					     shrubby St. John’s wort		  PS, S
Ilex glabra						      inkberry				    PS, S
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Shrubs continued
Ilex verticillata						     winterberry				    PS, S
Juniper	us communis					     common juniper			   S
Shrubs continued
Lindera benzoin					     spicebush				    PS, S
Nerium oleander					     oleander				    S, PS
Philadelphus pubescens				    mock orange				    S, PS
Physocarpus opulifolius				    ninebark				    S, PS
Punica granatum ‘Flore Pleno’				   double-flowering pomegranate	 PS, S
Rhododendron arborescens				    sweet azalea				    PS
Rhododendron austrinum				    Florida flame azalea			   PS
Rhododendron minus var. chapmanii			   Chapman’s rhododendron		  PS, S
Rhus copallinum					     shining sumac				    PS, S
Spiraea alba var. latifolia				    broadleaf meadowsweet		  S, PS
Viburnum dentatum					     arrowwood viburnum			   S, PS
Viburnum prunifolium					     blackhaw				    PS, S
Xanthorhiza simplissima				    yellowroot				    PS, S

Trees	
Carpinus caroliniana					     American hornbeam			   FS, PS
Cercis canadensis					     eastern redbud				   S, PS
Cornus alternifolia					     pagoda dogwood			   S, PS
Cornus florida ‘Appalachian snow’			   flowering dogwood			   S, PS
Corylus americana					     American hazelnut			   S, PS
Franklinia alatamaha					     Ben Franklin tree			   S, PS
Gleditsia triacanthus					     honey locust				    S
Magnolia grandiflora					     southern magnolia			   PS, S
Magnolia virginiana					     sweetbay magnolia			   S, PS
Oxydendrum arboreum				    sourwood				    S, PS
Quercus bicolor					     swamp white oak			   S
Quercus palustris					     swamp Spanish oak			   S
Salix alba						      white willow				    S, PS
Tilia americana						     American linden			   S, PS

Spring Vegetables & Fruits	 	
							       kale ‘Red Russian’			   S
							       Kale ‘Nero di Toscana			   S
							       Kale ‘Dwarf Blue Curled Scotch’	 S
							       collards ‘Georgia Southern’		  S
							       cabbage ‘Early Jersey Wakefield’	 S
							       mustard ‘Green Wave’			   S
							       mustard ‘Florida Broadleaf’		  S
							       Japanese red mizuna			   S		
							       jarjir (Palestinian arugula)		  S
							       arugula ‘Astro’				    S
							       lettuce ‘Speckled Trout’ 		  S
							       lettuce ‘Buttercrunch’			  S
							       lettuce ‘Spotted Aleppo’		  S
							       lettuce ‘Schweitzer Mescher Bibb’	 S
							       Ishikura bunching onions		  S
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Summer Vegetables
					     purple Kingsessing bean				    S
					     grey speckled palapye					     S
					     callaloo 						      S  
					     cucumber ‘China Jade’					    S
					     cucumber ‘Marketmore 76’				    S
					     cucumber ‘Armenian’ 					     S
		   ‘			   cucumber ‘Early Fortune’ 				    S			 
					     cucumber ‘Parisian Pickling’ 				    S			 
					     bademjan (Iranian eggplant)				    S		
					     eggplant ‘Listada de Gandia’				    S		
					     ever-bearing strawberry 				    S 			 
					     ground cherry ‘Aunt Molly’s’				    S		
					     watermelon ‘Georgia Rattlesnake’			   S	              
					     watermelon ‘Leelanau Sweetglo’			   S	              
					     canteloupe ‘Small Persian’				    S			 
					     okra ‘Elinitsa’ 						      S			 
					     pepper ‘Doe Hill’					     S			 
					     pepper ‘Cubanelle’					     S			 
					     Pepper ‘Lipstick’			              		  S	
					     pepper ‘Fish’ 						      S	
					     pepper ‘Chocolate Scotch Bonnet’			   S	
					     benne sesame						      S	
					     Palestinian summer squash mix			   S	
					     delicata squash						     S	
					     tomato ‘Black Cherry’ 					    S		
					     tomato ‘Paul Robeson’					    S	
					     tomato ‘Cherokee Purple’ 				    S	
					     tomato ‘Sungold’ 					     S	
					     tomato ‘Principe Borghese’ 				    S	
					     tomato ‘Purple Calabash’				    S	
					     tomato ‘Yellow Pear’					     S
					     tomato ‘Brandywine Cherry’				    S
Vines
Bignonia capreolata			   crossvine						      S, PS
Campsis radicans			   trumpet creeper					     S, PS
Clematis virginiana			   woodbine						      S, PS
Dioscorea villosa			   wild yam vine						      S, PS
Gelsemium sempervirens		  Carolina jessamine					     S
Lonicera sempervirens	coral 		  honeysuckle						      S
Passiflora incarnata			   purple passionflower 					     S, PS
Wisteria frutescens			   American wisteria					     S

	



Annual and Biennial Flowers 
Abelmoschus manihot				   Sunset hibiscus
Calendula officinalis				    Yellow calendula
Canna indica					     Canna lily
Cardiospermum halicacabum			   Balloon vine
Cochliasanthus caracalla			   Snail vine
Consolida ajacis				    Giant larkspur
Euphorbia marginata				    Snow-on-the-mountain
Gomphrena globosa 				    Globe amaranth mix
Gomphrena globosa ‘strawberry fields’	 Red globe amaranth 
Hedeoma pulegioides				    American pennyroyal
Impatiens balsamina				    Balsam impatiens
Mimosa pudica					    Sensitive plant
Nicotiana sylvestris				    Woodland tobacco
Nigella sativa					     Love in a mist
Pentapetes phoenicia				    Copper cups
Ricinus communis				    Castor bean
Salvia coccinea					    Scarlet sage
Silene coronaria				    Rose campion
Tagetes patula					     Harlequin marigold
Talinum paniculatum				    Jewels of opar
Zinnia peruviana				    Peruvian zinnia
Helianthus annuus				    Sunflower

Kitchen Garden Herbs and Vegetables
Anethum graveolens				    Dill
Capsicum annuum				    Willings barbados pepper 
Coriandrum sativum				    Cilantro
Foeniculum vulgare				    Bronze fennel
Indigofera suffruticosa				   Ossabaw indigo
Phaseolus lunatus				    Carolina lima bean
Phaseolus vulgaris				    Kingsessing bean
Pissum sativum				    Raisin capucijner
Pissum sativum				    Risser sickle
Raphinus sativus				    Yellow carrot-shaped radish
Salvia sclarea					     Clary sage
Sesamum indicum				    Benne sesame
Solanum lycopersicum				   Plait de Haiti tomato
Solanum lycopersium 				    Cherokee purple tomato
Valeriana officinalis				    Valerian
Vigna unguiculata				    Grey speckled palapy
Latuca sativa		          			   Schweitzer Mescher bib lettuce
Solanum melongena	   			   Listada de Gandia eggplant

Shop in person at Bartram’s Garden beginning April 18,
or order seeds online at bartramsgarden.org/shop. Seeds can be shipped.

All Seeds Available
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Perennial Flowers
Agastache foeniculum				   Anise hyssop
Aquilegia canadensis				    Eastern columbine
Baptisia australis				    Rattlebush
Chasmanthium latifolium			   River oats
Collinsonia canadensis				   Stoneroot
Cynara cardunculus				    Cardoon
Dracopis amplexicaulis	              		  Clasping coneflower
Echinacea purpurea	               		  Purple coneflower
Elephantopus caroliniana			   Elephant’s foot
Eryngium yuccifolium	               		  Rattlesnake master
Hibiscus laevis	                     			   Halberd-leaf hibiscus
Iris domestica					     Blackberry lily
Kosteletzkya virginica				    Seashore mallow
Liatris spicata					     Gayfeather
Monarda fistulosa				    Wild bergamot
Monarda punctata				    Spotted bee balm
Nelumbo lutea					    American lotus
Oenothera grandiflora 			   Large-flowered evening-primrose
Pycnanthemum incanum			   Hoary mountain mint
Thermopsis villosa				    Carolina lupine
	
Woody Plants
Chimonanthus praecox			   Wintersweet
Cladrastis kentukea				    Yellowwood
Wisteria frutescens				    American wisteria

10All seeds are available while supplies last. Not all seeds in this catalog will be available at the same time 



Garden Guide
Find where these plants are featured within the 50 acres of Bartram’s Garden.

A. Kitchen Garden			   Page 12	 E. Eastwick Pavilion		  Page 16
B. Common Flower Garden	 Page 13	 F. Greenhouse and Nursery	 Page 17
C. Wilderness Garden		  Page 14	 G. Sankofa Community Farm	 Page 18
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The Kitchen Garden includes examples of plants a family could have grown to 
sustain their needs in a Philadelphia garden prior to 1830. We include plants that 
were new and unusual introductions to this continent, such as tomatoes and 
peppers. A typical kitchen garden prior to the mid-nineteenth century would have 
included a variety of what were referred to as “herbs”: vegetables, plants used in 
dyeing and textiles, medicinal and culinary plants, and plants used for cosmetics 
and household cleaners. Today, we grow a mix of all these categories, as well as 
seed crops to help preserve varieties that have survived from this time. 

Kitchen Garden Classics

Vegetables
purple calabash tomato 

benne sesame 
purple Kingsessing bean 

Willings Barbados pepper 
speckled trout lettuce

Herbs 
marsh mallow 

caraway 
spearmint 

English thyme 
Roman chamomile
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The Common Flower Garden is sited on the Schuylkill-facing side of the Bartrams’ 
home, directly across from their front porch. It contains both native and newly
introduced species of flowering plants. During the 18th and 19th century, plants 
were shared with the Bartrams from all over the world; this garden is curated to 
represent their most intriguing specimens.

Common Flower Garden Offerings

Annuals
Calendula officinalis - yellow calendula 

Mimosa pudica - sensitive plant 
Gomphrena globosa - globe thistle

Perennials
Iris pallida - Dalmation iris 

Phlox paniculata - garden phlox 
Monarda fistulosa - wild bergamot 

Aster novi-angliae - New England aster

Trees
Franklin Tree - Franklinia alatamaha

13



The Wilderness Garden includes a series of gardens and groves between the more 
formal Upper Gardens and the riverfront. Though there is limited historical
information about how this part of the site looked in the Bartrams’ time, wilderness 
gardens like this were a popular style in 18th-century European estate gardening. 
John Bartram’s nursery was one of the earliest commercial enterprises to sell 
North American plants as individuals or fragments. The family made great efforts 
to observe and record details of relationships within the plants’ original habitat, 
sometimes but not always noting ethnobotanical relationships. Today’s designs 
are based on studying natural ecosystems, the Bartrams’ letters, and nursery 
catalogs of the time. Books from the Bartrams’ library and knowledge gained from 
Indigenous First Nations of North America from the territories where these plants 
were collected also inform the design. 

Wilderness Garden Varieties

Aquatics
Pontederia cordata - pickerel weed 

Typha sp. - cattail 
Acorus calamus - sweet flag

Shrubs 
Aesculus parviflora - bottlebrush buckeye 
Hydrangea quercifolia - oakleaf hydrangea 

Spiraea alba var. latifolia - broadleaf meadowsweet
 

Perennials 
Lobelia cardinalis - red cardinal flower 

Silphium perfoliatum - cup plant 
Phlox divaricata - woodland phlox 

Zizia aurea - golden Alexander

Trees
Cornus alternifolia - pagoda dogwood 

Corylus americana - American hazelnut 
Ficus carica - common fig 
Asimina triloba - pawpaw

Vines
Gelsemium sempervirens - Carolina jessamine 

Passiflora incarnata - purple passionflower 
Dioscorea villosa - wild yam vine 

Ferns:  
Dryopteris marginalis - marginal wood fern 

Adiantum pedatum - maidenhair fern
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When you step into the Ann Bartram Carr Garden you are entering an
interpretation of an early 19th-century public exhibition garden. Named for John 
Bartram’s granddaughter Ann Bartram Carr, who first established this garden space 
as a public entrance to Bartram’s Garden, it was designed to feature newly 
imported plant species from around the globe alongside the most fashionable 
plants of the time. In this garden, you can find living examples of that moment 
in plant history as well as observe the wildlife that still depends on many of these 
plants today. 

Ann Bartram Carr Garden Choices

Annuals
Xerochrysum bracteatum - strawflower 

Dracopis amplexicaulis - clasping coneflower 
Ricinus communis - castor bean 

Salvia coccinea - scarlet sage 

Tenders/Houseplants: 
Pelargonium fragrans ‘Variegatum’ - variegated 

nutmeg geranium 
Lantana camara - shrub verbena 

Solenostemon scutellarioides - coleus

Shrubs
Nerium oleander - oleander

Perennials
Phlomis fruticosa - Jerusalem sage 
Aster cordifolius - blue wood aster 

Aquilegia canadensis - eastern columbine 
Conoclinium coelestinum - blue mistflower
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There were once as many as ten greenhouses around the main house at Bartram’s 
Garden. Beginning in 1760, the first greenhouse was heated by a Franklin stove; 
later greenhouses were heated with wood fires or, after 1820, anthracite coal.
Today, the working greenhouses are insulated with plastic bubbles and heated with 
electric overhead heaters, sequestered in the southwest portion of the Garden. 
Currently, there are two greenhouses supplying both the Sankofa Community Farm 
at Bartram’s Garden and the wider 50-acre landscape, along with floor space to 
raise nursery crops for sale to the general public—like you! Learn more on p. 8 about 
the crops Sankofa grows for the farm and community gardens. Nursery offerings 
change seasonally as we increase the diversity of what we cultivate. The seed and 
plant trade lives on! 

Greenhouse and Nursery Plant Picks

Vegetables
Listada de Gandia eggplant

Sungold cherry tomato
jarjir (Palestinian arugula)

Nero di Tosana kale

Herbs
rue 

valerian 
za’atar (Syrian oregano) 

Fruits
concord grape 

Georgia rattlesnake watermelon 
everbearing strawberry

Perennials 
Hibiscus coccineus - scarlet rose mallow 

Iris domestica - blackberry lily 
Pycnanthemum incanum - hoary mountain mint

Trees and Shrubs
Quercus palustris - swamp Spanish oak 
Philadelphus opulifolius - mock orange 

Forsythia x intermedia - border forsythia

Annuals
Celosia argentea - higyoku red stem cockscomb 

Helanthus annuus - valentine sunflower 
Trapaeolum majus - Alaska mix nasturtium 16



Many of the plants that are grown at Bartram’s Garden play an integral role in the 
surrounding environment and our health. Some of these plants, such as pollinator 
plants, support our food web and nurture the ecosystem. Pollinator plants provide 
nectar for insects and birds. They provide havens for predator insects that keep 
other insect populations at bay that may devour our crops. The moon garden at the 
Eastwick Pavilion is specifically planted for moths and other night-time pollinators 
attracted to plants that are pale colored and night-blooming or night-scented. 

Eastwick Pavilion Moon Garden

Tender Perennials
Salvia ‘Amistad’ - friendship sage

Santolina chamaecyparissus - lavender cotton
Helichrysum italicum - curry plant

Lavandula angustifolia - English lavender
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Sankofa Community Farm at Batram’s Garden is a 
3.5-acre production and teaching farm rooted in 
the experience of the African Diaspora in Southwest 
Philly. For a decade, Sankofa has worked in a unique 
partnership with our community youth and elders 
to connect around foodways, culture, and healing of 
body, mind and soul. It is a spiritually-rooted farm, 
honoring the varied wisdom and spiritual practices of 
our ancestors.

Sankofa Community Farm prioritizes natural agriculture techniques in farming and 
specializes in crops of the African and African-American Diaspora. As a practice of 
community healing, the farm provides and teachew about the crops that have
identified and sustained over centuries. 

Sankofa Vegetable Selections

Elinitsa okra 
callaloo 

Florida broadleaf mustard 
fish pepper
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Thank you for supporting
Bartram’s Garden!

You are part of this garden. We’re proud to be part of yours.
Donate today at bartramsgarden.org/give


